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September 4, 2005, Kjell Hausken
Topic: Strategic Interaction and Societal Safety

Strategically interacting agents are involved in accidents, catastrophes, crises, disasters, emergencies, hazards, where phenomena related to reliability, risk, safety, security, uncertainty, vulnerability are involved. At the individual level actors’ attitude towards risk needs to be understood, and what kind of interaction take place between individuals or groups of individuals who choose strategies under uncertainty and incomplete information about surroundings, utilities, beliefs, and preferences. The collective implications of individual strategies also need to be understood, and what strategies can be chosen to trigger or dampen crises and conflicts. At the collective or societal level premises or pre-conditions can be laid to create incentives for individuals to behave compatibly with individual and societal safety.
